The Ancient Worlds of Asia
and reliefs of all  sizes were  carved into  the natural rock recesses.   Some traces of them can still be seen today.  Two statues have been particularly admired by travellers on account of their colossal size and several descriptions of them have come down to us.  A complete archaeological survey of these figures was made by the Frenchmen Godard and Hackin. The oldest account of them is by Hsuaoi-tsang1 mentioned above.    He describes the valley, its buildings and Buddhist monuments such as they appeared to the traveller before the Islam conquest.   This is how he describes Bamiyan, or, as he calls it, Fanyen-na:
"This kingdom, some two thousand Us from east to west by some three hundred lis from north to south, is surrounded by snow-capped mountains.   The people live in towns, in the mountains or in the valleys.  The capital lies on the steep slope of a valley some six or seven lis long. To the north it is defended by sheer rocks.  The land produces late corn and a few fruits and flowers.   It is suitable for cattle-raising  and  many  horses  and sheep graze on its pastures.    The climate is harsh and the manners of its people   are   uncouth   and   primitive.    Their  clothing  is principally of wool and animal skins. The literature, money and customs are the same as those in the land of the Tok-harians.   Their language is somewhat different, but they resemble the Tokharians very closely in physical appearance. These tribes are distinguished from all neighbouring peoples by their love of religion; from the highest form of the adoration of the  'three jewels'2 to that of the hundred spirits thry show in their worship great seriousness and extreme humility.   The merchants regulate their activities by the omens given by the celestial spirits. If these are favourable,
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140                          *am. They  also  show  the very  conservative nature of Persian architecture.   Islam emphasised the equality of all men before God.   This is reflected in the architecture of the mosque, where the imam faces the same direction as the worshippers. The latter take their places side by side in long rows. The
